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  The year of 2011 is coming to a 
close. In reflection, it has been an 
interesting year. Our financial picture 
remains bright, thanks to Henry Bubb 
and Jack Dicus, who had the foresight 
to aggressively grow our funds. I want 
to thank each individual who 
contributed in physical work as well as 

providing money to our fraternity over the last 132 years. We 
would not be here today if it were not for our forefathers and 
our present members who worked hard and donated time, 
money, and effort to further our cause. We still are faced with 
future challenges. 

   The first challenge is Membership. This year we have lost about 
40 members to death, demits, and suspensions. We have gained 
10 new members. We need to re-double our efforts in attracting 
new members. To this end, Tyler Curtis has agreed to be our new 
education director and we feel he will have a great impact on 
Membership. We still need each and every one of our members 
to seek good quality Master Masons to join the Scottish Rite. 
This is the avenue we should follow to assure ourselves that the 
Scottish Rite in Topeka will continue to be viable in the future.  

  The second challenge is owning and managing our own 
building. We have not been in this position since we built, 

financed, and managed the building at 10th and Van Buren Street 
in 1920. Topeka Lodge 17, Orient Lodge 51, and the Scottish 
Rite built, financed, and managed the building at 30th & Mac 
Vicar Avenue since 1970. We feel confident we will be 
successful in this endeavor. This challenge will allow us to come 
together as a fraternity as we work to continue in maintaining the 
building to the high Scottish Rite standards. 

  The third challenge is to create fun activities. We are known for 
working hard, achieving goals, and raising our standards to the 
highest level; however, we need to have some fun in order to 
renew friendships among our fraternity. We get “caught up” in the 
hard work and forget to have fun. That is where anyone from our 
membership can get involved. If a member, or their spouse, can 
think of a fun activity and would like to organize it please come 
forward and personally talk with Don Mahrle. We need to learn 
how to relax and enjoy ourselves more. 

  We look forward to 2012 with a renewed vigor. As always, as 
with any organization, we always need volunteers to keep the 
building, inside and outside, spruced. We have need for more 
storage space inside the building. The easiest way to solve this 
problem is to re-locate the clutter. We have need to paint the 
outside of the barn trim and clean the property. Please chat with 
Paul Oldham if you would like to get involved with these 
activities. 

From the cover: 
By Paul R. Oldham, 32KCCH   Farewell To A Great 2011 

Happy 
Holidays 

 
Have A Safe  
& Prosperous 

2012 

We Wish Our Members 
Facing Sickness & 
Distress A Better 

New Year!! 
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Scottish Rite Bodies of Topeka 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2300 SW 30
th
 Street 

Topeka, KS 66611-1711                                                             
Phone: 785.266.3191 
Smart Fax: 785.266.3191 
Toll Free: 1.877.225.7258 
 
 
Sherry G. Ward – Assistant Secretary 

Ill Hugh W. Gill, 33° 
S.G.I.G. in Kansas 

 
Ill Donald A. Mahrle, 33° 

Personal Representative to 
S.G.I.G in Kansas 

 
Paul R. Oldham – Executive Secretary 

 
 
 
 

An Open Letter to our Membership 
 

  This letter is to inform the membership of the Topeka Scottish Rite in regards to the 
status of the Masonic Center Building. 
  In July, 2011 Topeka Lodge #17 and the Orient Lodge #51 voted in their respective 
Lodges to sell the building and proceeded to confer with various real estate companies 
concerning value and sale price of the building. 
  In September, 2011 we met with the Masters and various officers of the two Lodges. 
We then made an offer to purchase their individual shares in the Masonic Center 
Building in the amount of $100,000 for each share of stock. 
  Topeka Lodge #17 has agreed to accept our offer pending changes in their by-laws and 
gaining approval of the Grand Lodge of Kansas. 
  Orient Lodge # 51 has made a counter proposal and it is under consideration. They 
also would have to change their by-laws and be approved by the Grand Lodge of 
Kansas. 
  Both Lodges have elected to leave the Masonic Center Building sometime after 
January 31, 2012. 

Scottish Rite Bodies of Topeka 
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Orient of Kansas 
 

Ill. Hugh W. Gill, III, 33° 
Sovereign Grand Inspector 

General in Kansas 
 

Ill. Donald A. Mahrle, 33° 
Valley Personal Representative of 

the SGIG in Kansas 
 

 

Topeka Valley 
Advisory Council 

 
Ill. Donald A. Mahrle, 33° 

Valley Personal Representative to 
the SGIG in Kansas 

 

Ill. Martin L. Donaldson, 33° 
Almoner 

 

Ill. John C. Dicus, 33° 
Treasurer 

 

Paul R. Oldham, 32° KCCH 
Executive Secretary 

 

K. Tyler Curtis, 32° KCCH 
Membership/Education Director 

 

Kelly D. Kraemer, 32° KCCH 
Venerable Master 

Topeka Lodge of Perfection 
 

Jeffrey M. Hurst, 33°  
Wise Master 

Topeka Chapter of Rose Croix 
 

David L. Snook, 32°  
Commander 

Topeka Council of Kadosh 
 

Mark W. Stephenson, 32° KCCH 
Master of Kadosh 
Topeka Consistory 

The Topeka Scottish Rite Bulletin is the Official Publication of the Topeka Valley of the Scottish Rite, 2300 SW 30th Street Topeka, 

KS 66611-1711, (785) 266-3191,Orient of Kansas, Southern Jurisdiction of the United States of America, and is published 4 times a 

year in March, June, September and December, at Topeka Kansas. Periodical postage paid at Topeka, Kansas USPS485700.  

 

POSTMASTER: Please Send change of address to: 2300 SW 30th Street, Topeka, KS 66611-1711.  

Paul R. Oldham, 32Á KCCH Editor, secretary@scottishritetopeka.com, www.scottishritetopeka.com. 

Allegiance 
 

The Bodies of the Ancient and 
Accepted Scottish Rite, sitting in the 
Valley of Topeka, Orient of Kansas, 
acknowledge the authority of, and yield 
allegiance to, the Supreme Council 
(Mother Council of the World) of the 
I n s p e c t o r s  Ge n e r a l ,  K n i g h t s 
Commander of the House of the 
Temple of Solomon of the Thirty Third 
Degree of the Ancient and Accepted 
Scottish Rite of Freemasonry for the 
Southern Jurisdiction of the United 
States of America. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our Departed Brethren 
Passed away or notified since our last bulletin 

 

Ward William Bassett  87 
  3/18/2009 
Leon F. Condley   84 
  8/29/2009 
Wilson G. McQuilkin  94 
  9/22/2009 
Michael J. Coon   69 
  6/4/2010 
Dean R. Little   85 
  10/10/2010 
Richard Orin May  98 
  10/25/2010  
Frederick William Burnett  88 
  11/13/2010 
Marion Eugene Brown  81 
  12/7/2010 
E. Blaine Schoolcraft  81 
  5/26/2011 
Jimmy Robert Mecaskey  73 
  6/17/2011 
Roy Andrew Johnson, Jr.  88 
  8/17/2011 
Reese W. Spurrier   96 
  9/4/2011 
William H. Snyder III  66 
  9/13/2011 
Robert Badsky III   73 
  9/17/2011 
Phillip E. Morris   76 
  9/21/2011 
John Martin Craig  93 
  9/26/2011 
Max A. Larimer   87 
  10/22/2011 
Charles Elmer Imthurn  78 
  10/23/2011 
John Herschel Whightsil  89 
  11/17/2011 

WANTED 
 

  Current Scottish Rite members who 
would like to volunteer some of their 
time and knowledge to help mentor new 
and existing members. Knowledge of the 
Degrees and their meanings is helpful but 
not required. However an open mind and 
caring demeanor will be critical to your 
success.  
  Mentors will bring enthusiasm to their 
students, helping them to gain a deeper 
understanding of the Scottish Rite and 
Freemasonry.  They will foster a sense of 
brotherhood and encourage their 
students to actively participate in  Valley 
functions. They must be able to lead by 
example.  
  If you would like to find out what our 
Mentoring Program is all about, a 
Mentorship Seminar will be conducted 
on Saturday January 14th, 2012 from 
9:00am until approximately 10:00am at 
the Topeka Masonic Center. A free 
breakfast will be served from 8:30am 
until 9:00am and RSVP’s will be required 
to be in the office by Friday January 13th 
so that enough food and seminar 
materials can be prepared. 
  No greater honor can be bestowed 
upon a member, than to those who help  
lead others from darkness to light.  
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  As we wind up another year in the Topeka Valley, I want to thank the Officers and Members for all the 
hard work they performed, thereby making the Valley better. Our Reunions have become models for the 
Orient; our publications (we think) keep getting better and more informative; our member outreach is in full 

swing with calls and emails; our leadership has given us a firm five year plan; and, our efforts have all served to make us 
stronger and better prepared for the future. We never know what may happen from one moment to the next, but our Valley is 
now better prepared to withstand potential obstacles.  We welcome 2012, with both eager anticipation and renewed passion. 
All that having been said, let’s just hope the Mayan Calendar has it all wrong.   

Topeka Lodge of Perfection 
By Kelly D. Kraemer, 32° KCCH 
Venerable Master 

    Since being dark for the summer, it has been good to be at Scottish Rite meetings and renew old 
friendships.  Another reminder that our lodge has volunteered to assist with the Masonic Discussion Group 
which meets on the 2nd Saturday of the month. Please invite friends to the Saturday Discussion Group 

because we need to bolster the attendance. This is a great place to meet and discuss ideas and thoughts concerning 
Masonry. Our lodge is committed to the Ceremony of Remembrance and Renewal which will be on our March meeting date 
– March 20, 2012.  Please invite any Scottish Rite Widows to this meaningful service. This year we will be entertained by a a 
very extraordinary harpist which will enhance the mood for this beautiful ceremony. 

Topeka Chapter of Rose Croix 
By Jeffrey M. Hurst, 33° 
Wise Master 

  No Article Submitted 

Topeka Council of Kadosh 
By David L. Snook, 32°  
Commander 

No Article Submitted 

Topeka Consistory 
By Mark W. Stephenson, 32° KCCH 
Master of Kadosh 

Lodge Information & News 

  The Topeka Valley of the Scottish Rite is appealing to our membership to assist 
us in raising the funds necessary to replace the carpeting in the main Auditorium. 
It has been at least 20 years since the current carpeting was installed and it’s 
really showing its age. 
  With over 1750 square yards needed to accomplish the job, plus the removal 
and reinstalling of our seating, we’re asking anyone who wishes to contribute to 
please do so. The cost is about $10 per square yard, but any contribution, large or 
small, would be greatly appreciated. 
  Please make all donations to the Scottish Rite, 2300 SW 30th St, Topeka, KS 
66611, and please label your check to reference the Carpeting Fund. 
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  I think we had a very successful Fall Reunion.  It has been good to see several of 
our new 2011 Sublime Prince of the Royal Secret at our meetings.  Take time and 
get involved in the Valley of Topeka – it is a great and rewarding experience.  
  A special thanks to everyone who took part in performing the degrees at our Fall 
Reunion.  We had numerous obstacles to over come and we did. a fantastic job of 
improvising our solutions to each obstacle.  Anyone wanting to have a part in any 
of the degrees, please let the degree director or myself know.   
  We are hoping to add additional theatrically performed degrees in our future 
reunions.  Our Spring 2012 Reunion will be on April 20 and 21, 2012 and our 
Fall 2012 Reunion on October 19 and 20, 2012.  Thank you for your 
continued support. 

Director of Work 

  A brother of many years of membership, Perry Freedland, 32° died in March 
2011 and has bequeathed the Topeka Scottish Rite with a gift of $5,000. It was 
decided to use this money to start our first capital improvement project for 2012. 
  The auditorium carpet is over 23 years old and needs to be replaced. We are 
now selling carpet donations by the square yard at $10 per square yard; however, 
we will accept donations for this project in any amount, small or large. 
  The cost of the carpeting for the auditorium will be $16,122.89 and the cost 
for our common areas will be $7,776.58 for a total of $23,899.47. By selling the 
carpet by the square yard we hope everyone can make some kind of a donation, 
whether it is small or large. 
  Let’s make it happen in 2012. 

The Secretary’s Corner 

The Personal Representative’s Desk 

  Here we are, getting close to the cold days of Winter and happy Holidays at year end. As 
I look back over 2011 I see our effort with our charities and donations have helped to 
enrich lives of Kansas children and our members. We should be very proud of ourselves 
because as a group we do make a difference to more than just a few individuals. 
  This year we invited the widows of our brethren who had recently passed to our 
Ceremony of Remembrance and Renewal Ceremony and gave each one of them a 
beautiful rose. We continued to perfect our degree work with our two Reunions which, 
thanks to Jeff Hurst, is looking more professional at each Reunion. We sent out a very 
beautifully designed Birthday Card to each of our members. We have received numerous 
responses from members who were thankful that they were remembered. 
  In addition, this Summer we started working on our Topeka Scottish Rite history which 
had never been done in the past. We decided to center our history around the buildings 
we had met in since 1879. We put the history information on our website and then we 
decided to scan, for archival purposes, our Reunion Programs which started in 1892 and 
our Bulletins which started in 1924 and put them on our website as well. We now are 
trying to organize many old photos so they can be displayed on the website. As you can 
see our history is a “Work in Progress”. If anyone would like to help identify people and/or 
dates of old photos please call 266-3191. Our website-www.scottishritetopeka.com  

Paul R. Oldham, 32° KCCH 

Jeffrey M. Hurst, 33°  

Ill. Donald A. Mahrle, 33°  



 

Our  Topeka Valley 

Times Past 
25 & 50 Years Ago 

 
 

Winter 1986 
The highlight of the issue was the 
annual family Christmas program for 
Valley Members. It was held on 
December 13, 1986 from 7:00-9:00 
pm. Henry Bubb was honored by the 
Rotary International with its highest 
award, the Paul Harris Fellowship. 
Henry Bubb worked for Capitol 
Building and Loan Co. from 1925 to 
1932 when he was named Assistant 
Secretary (Vice President in modern 
language). In 1941, Capitol Federal 
Savings and Loan was officially 
renamed and reorganized with Bubb 
as its President. He became Chairman 
of the Board of Capitol Federal in 
1966. There were 14 members in the 
Fall Reunion Class of 1986. Jim 
Claussen was honored as “Shriner of 
the Year” for 1986. 
  
   

November 1961 
The 135th Scottish Rite Reunion was 
held on November 14-16, 1961 
and was named the Loring W. Craig 
Memorial Reunion Class. There were 
twenty four members in this class and 
one member received his Degrees 
courtesy of the Guthrie Oklahoma 
Bodies.. We had 24 members who 
were the first line signer on 1 petition 
and 1 member who secured 2 
petitions. There were 15 new affiliates 
in the months of October and 
November, 1961. A Ladies’ Night 
was held on October 3, 1961 and 
600 attended the dinner and stage 
show to honor the 35 Valley 
Members who were 80 years of age 
and older. On December 16, 1961 1 
member received his 33rd degree 
honor and 4 members received their 
KCCH degree n Wichita. 
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The Scottish Rite has a beautiful Rose Croix Funeral 
Service that is offered for our Membership on a per 
request basis. If someone should ask you to help them 
in their time of need please refer them to the Scottish 
Rite Office at 2300 SW 30th St, Topeka, KS 66611 or 
to please call our office at 266-3191 or conveniently 
email the Secretary at secretary@scottishritetopeka.com. 

Saturday, December 10, 2011 
Saturday Discussion Group 

Free breakfast from 8:30-9:00 am 
Discussion - 9:00 am to 10:30 am 

 
Tuesday, December 20, 2011 

Open Meeting (Guests Welcome) 
Social Hour begins at 5:45 pm 

Dinner will be served at 6:45 pm 
Open Program will start at 7:30 pm 

The Fetter String Quartet 
 

Saturday, January 14, 2012 
Saturday Discussion Group 

Free breakfast from 8:30-9:00 am 
Discussion - 9:00 am to 10:30 am 

 
Tuesday, January 17, 2012 
Annual Meeting (Closed) 
Social Hour begins at 5:45 pm 

Dinner will be served at 6:45 pm 
Business Meeting will start at 7:30 pm 

Saturday, February 11 2012 
Saturday Discussion Group 

Free breakfast from 8:30-9:00 am 
Discussion - 9:00 am to 10:30 am 

 
Tuesday, February 21, 2012 

Open Meeting (Guests Welcome) 
Social Hour begins at 5:45 pm 

Dinner will be served at 6:45 pm 
Installation & 10, 25, 50 & 60 Year Pin 

Presentations will start at 7:30 pm 
 

Saturday, March 10, 2012 
Saturday Discussion Group 

Free breakfast from 8:30-9:00 am 
Discussion - 9:00 am to 10:30 am 

 
Tuesday, March 20, 2012 

Ceremony of Remembrance & Renewal 
Social Hour begins at 5:45 pm 

Dinner will be served at 6:45 pm 
Ceremony & Roses will start at 7:30 pm 

Dates To Remember 

“A man is but the product of his thoughts, what he 
thinks, he becomes.” (Mohandas K. Gandi) speaking 
on “Character”.  Character the combination of qualities 
or features that distinguish one person, group or thing 
from another.  I had always assumed a person’s 
character as individual rather than in a group context.  
Each person of a group carries the responsibility of 
how the “character” of the entire group is ultimately 
portrayed.  Ponder if you would for a moment on the 
word itself, “character” and what does it mean to you 
as an individual?  What can we do to build our 
character and strengthen ourselves on a personal, 
moral, and ethical level?  Positive individual changes 
results in the core strength and success of any 
organization. As this year comes to an end and the 
New Year begins why not build –up your character 
and pass the favor on to a friend.  Happy Holidays 

The Assistant Secretary 

Sherry G. Ward 
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Twenty-Second Degree - Prince of the Royal Axe 
Description of the Apron, Cordon, and Jewel 

 
   The apron is white, lined and bordered with purple. In the middle is embroidered a round table, on 
which are mathematical instruments and unrolled plans. On the flap is a serpent with three heads, 
denoting idleness, the body from which issue the three vices symbolized by the heads: drunkenness, 
impurity and gambling. By these vices many youths have been lost and many great nations have sunk 
into ignoble imbecility and shameful bondage. 
  The order is a broad, rainbow-colored ribbon, lined with purple. It is worn as a collar or may be 
worn as a sash, from right to left. 
  The jewel, suspended from the collar, is a gold axe and handle, the symbol of the great agent of 
civilization and improvement. Troops armed with this weapon have conquered barbarism. Under its 
blows the primeval forests disappear; the farmer displaces the wild hunter; to the rude barbarism of 
the early ages succeed settled society, laws and all the arts that refine and elevate mankind. The axe 
is nobler than the sword. Masonry hews at those mighty trees, intolerance, bigotry, superstition, 
uncharitableness and idleness, thereby letting in the light of truth and reason upon the human mind, 
which these vices have darkened for centuries. The letters on the top are the initials of Noah and 
Solomon; those on the handle, of Libanus and Tsidunian; those on the one side of the blade, of 
Adoniram, Kuros, Darius, Zerubbabel, Nehemiah and Azra; and those on the other side, of Shem, 
Kham, Yapheth, Moses, Aholiab and Betselal. These names represent the various places and persons 
significant in the use of the cedars of Lebanon for "Holy Enterprises"; examples include Noah's Ark, 
the Ark of the Covenant, Solomon's Temple, and the rebuilding of Jerusalem and the Temple by 

Zerubbabel. 
 
Degree Commentary by Kyle Ferlemann, 32° 
 
Knight of the Royal Axe: The 22nd degree is the lesson of Humility. In the Degree Story the candidate demands to be made a Prince of 
Libanus by birth and rank. He is denied and must set aside birth and rank and labor beside the workmen to gain their respect and 
unanimous permission to be raised to the position of Prince of Libanus. 
 
Student: Understand that great things, and great men, take time to mature. Contemplate the example of the great Cedar trees of the 
forests of Lebanon as well as the other great trees described in the Holy books of man. What do they represent? How does this relate to 
the idea that it is the internal and not the external qualifications of a man that recommend him to be a mason?  
 
Mentor: The initiate has raised high in the degrees and may well see himself as a complete Mason. Remind him that there is still work to 
do and that knowledge never made one man better than another. Recommend that he look to the great Holy works of man to prepare 
him for the introduction to the Mysteries. 

 

Twenty-Third Degree - Chief of the Tabernacle 
Description of the Apron, Cordon, and Jewel 

 
  The apron is white, lined with scarlet and bordered with red, blue and purple ribbons. In the middle 
is painted or embroidered the golden candelabrum with seven lights. Josephus, the great Jewish 
historian, is the source of the design of the apron. He defines the symbolism of the colors as follows: 
white, the earth, from which the flax used in fine linen is grown; red, fire, from its color; blue, the sky, 
for the same reason; and purple, the sea, for it derives from a sea mollusk. But to us there are deeper 
meanings: white, the infinite beneficence of God; blue, His profound and perfect wisdom; red, His 
glory; and, purple, His power. The candelabrum symbolizes to us, as to the ancients, the seven 
planets: the sun, the moon, Mercury, Venus, Mars, Jupiter and Saturn. It also represents the seven 
archangels and seven of the ten manifestations of Deity; specifically, the seven Sephiroth which follow 
Will, Wisdom and Understanding: Justice, Mercy, Beauty, Glory, Victory, Dominion and Kingdom. 
  A red leather belt is also worn, fringed along the lower edge with gold, from which hangs the jewel. 
  The jewel is a small silver censer, or ornamental cup, with a long handle; the end serves as a stand 
for the cup and is shaped like an open hand. It should remind us to offer up unceasingly to God the 
incense of good deeds and charitable actions dictated by a pure and upright heart.. 
 
Degree Commentary by Kyle Ferlemann, 32° 
 
Chief of the Tabernacle: The 23rd degree is the lesson of the Lesser Mysteries of Hebrew & Judaic 
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tradition. As above, so below. Study of basic truths within religion, God is spiritual: Man's soul is immortal: Man's morals derive from God 
and are therefore divine imperative. 
 
Student: This degree is exemplified by the concept of the Tabernacle in the wilderness. As individuals we are lost but in the service of 
Deity and our fellow man we find structure. Within this structure, as demonstrated in the example of the Levites, we find Ini tiates, Priests, 
and High Priests. As with all worthy social structures study, dedication, and time are required for advancement. Approach the Mysteries 
with diligence and reverence just as you would approach service to Deity because he who advances in the mysteries incurs an obligation 
to both Deity and man. 
 
Mentor: Discuss what we know already about our obligation to serve Deity as well as our obligations to our country and community. This 
degree should prepare the initiate to receive the Greater Mysteries. These Mysteries represent the culmination of thousands of years of 
collective study and thought and should not be taken lightly. If the initiate is not prepared to receive these truths the messages will be 
miss-understood and miss-applied. This degree is an important “azimuth check” for the student. 
 

Twenty-Forth Degree - Prince of the Tabernacle 
Descriptions of the Apron, Cordon, and Jewel 

 
  The order is a broad, watered scarlet ribbon worn from right to left. On the front is embroidered in 
gold, a winged-globe and under it a scarab, under which is a brilliant butterfly; all are symbols of 
immortality. 
The girdle is of light-green morocco leather, fringed below with gold, and edged with a gold lace. 
From this belt are suspended the jewel of the preceding degree, a silver censer, and the jewel of this 
degree, the Phoenician letter Aleph. 
  The apron is of white lambskin, lined with scarlet and bordered with light-green. In the middle is 
painted a representation of and Arabic tent, in gold. On the light blue flap is a representation of a 
myrtle tree of violet color, also an emblem of immortality. 
  The jewel is the Phoenician letter "A" (Aleph), suspended from a short collar of narrow, watered 
violet-colored ribbon. It is another manifestation of the Pentagram, or Five-Pointed Star, because the 
star, viewed from any angle figures the letter "A". Since "A" is the initial of one of the principle names 
of Deity, Adonai, or LORD, this star is a sign of intellectual omnipotence and autocracy. 
 
Degree Commentary by Kyle Ferlemann, 32° 
 
Prince of the Tabernacle: The 24th degree is the lesson of Greater Mysteries of Egypt, Greece, Persia, 
Syria, Phoenicia, Chaldea, Arabia, India, China and Japan. In this degree we learn to recognize and 
accept the common truths incumbent within all types of reverence to Deity.  Moral truths are as real 
as the laws of physics and are found in the religions of many of the great cultures of the past. Looking beyond the trappings of the 
cultural articulations of the name or expression of Deity, the universal truths can be recognized. 
 
Student: Of particular significance is the understanding of the importance of Deity in a society. Within these regions the distinction 
between good and evil is an essential aspect of identifying how moral truths are perceived. By studying these cultures we advance our 
philosophical education. 
 
Mentor: The purpose of the study of these many other religious paths is not to draw the initiate away from his faith but to teach him how 
to recognize the truth in any articulated form. “To know, to dare, to will, and to be silent is the work to be done with an intellect 
enlightened by study.” Discuss how the concept of earthly components like fire, earth, air, and water are representative of the truths of 
reason (intellect), liberty (self control) and faith (the gift from God) in the philosophical pursuits of early civilizations. Through observation 
of nature’s lessons they saw the truth of God’s laws. 
 

 

 

To further your Masonic Education concerning the Fourth Degree through the Thirty Second Degree please pursue the 
following sources: 
 1. “A Bridge to Light” by Rex R. Hutchens 
 2. “Scottish Rite Ritual Monitor & Guide” by Arturo de Hoyos 
 3. Joining the WSB (Wisdom, Strength, & Beauty) Club sponsored by the Supreme Council Membership Services 
                    C/O Jessica Griswold, 1733 16th Street NW Washington DC 20009 



 

Fees $250 (For April 2012 Class) 

(includes 2012 dues, 32Black Cap, 14° 

Ring in Pyramid, Bridge To Light Book & 

Master Craftsman I Course) 

Make check payable to: 

Scottish Rite Bodies of Topeka 

2300 SW 30th St 

Topeka, KS 66611-1711 

Secretary - Paul R. Oldham 

(785) 266-3191 

Office Use Only 
 

Fees Paid: 

 

Presented: 

 

Elected: 

 

Notified: 

PLEASE PRINT OR TYPE - FILL IN ALL SPACES 

Full Name: 

First Middle Last 

Address: 

City: State: Zip: Email: 

Date of Birth:           /            / Place: Current Age: 

Blue Lodge: Number: At: 

First Degree:           /            / Second Degree:           /            / Third Degree:           /            / 

Lady’s First Name: Your Hat Size: 

Occupation: Work Phone: If retired, from what: 

I have resided in this jurisdiction for: years, and months 

Have you ever previously petitioned for the Scottish Rite Degrees? 

I believe in the inculcation of patriotism, respect for law and order, and undying loyalty to the principles of civil and religious liberty, 

the entire separation of Church and State, as set forth in the Constitution of the United States of America. I wholeheartedly believe in 

the foregoing and I respectfully petition for the 4° through 32° 

Date:           /            / Signature: 

IT IS THE RESPONSIBILITY OF THE FIRST OR SECOND LINE SIGNER TO ACCOMPANY HIS CANDIDATE AT THE INITIATION 

Recommended By: 1. 
Print Name Address City ST Zip Phone 

Recommended By: 2. 
Print Name Address City ST Zip Phone 

Home/Cell Phone: 

I am now a member in I will be joining: Check One (Please include a photocopy of your current Lodge dues card) 

Next Class - April 20 & 21, 2012 

Grand Lodge ID #: 



 

  (Originally Printed in The  Journal of the Kansas Bar Association in 2011)  
 

  I was a junior at K-State when Pearl Harbor hit us. K-State 
was a land grant college and two years of ROTC was 
required. I then enlisted in advanced ROTC in the 
Infantry and took two more years. 
  About two weeks after the Japanese raid, I was a 
corporal (mandatory) in the Army Reserve. I was 
allowed to graduate on a speeded-up schedule 
and finished my ROTC training. However, I had 
not been to summer camp, so I went to Fort Benning 
as a corporal and became a second lieutenant in 
the Infantry at graduation from Fort Benning. 
  I was assigned to Camp Wolters in Texas 
and taught basic training. They wanted me 
to be on cadre at Camp Wolters, but I was 
young and foolish, and I wanted to go 
overseas. I transferred to the Army Air 
Corps as a second lieutenant and went to 
bombardier-navigator school in Texas. 
Upon graduation, I joined my crew on a B 
24 bomber at El Paso, Texas. I then went 
to I ta ly and joined the 744th 
Bombardment  Squad ron ,  456th 
Bombardment Group, and 15th Air 
Force. 
 I flew 33 missions to Germany, 
Austria, and Poland. My crew finished 
their 35 missions and went home. 
However, I was squadron bombardier, 
briefing bombardiers, and I was not 
allowed to complete my missions. 
Twenty-five missions in England gave 
you a 50-50 chance of survival and 35 
missions in Italy gave you a 50-50 chance of 
survival. Originally, we did not face the fighter 
planes they faced in England. This changed near 
the end of the war when the Germans built the 
ME-262 jet plane that flew 100 miles faster than the P 51 
American fighter plane. 
  As a lead bombardier, I led 350 planes to Newberg, 
Germany where we destroyed the factory and air field for 
the ME-262 jet plane. I have the pictures and intelligence 
report for this raid. It was very successful. 
  After my crew went home, I led a raid where we dropped 
fragmentation bombs on the German Army facing the 
British 8th army in Italy. I did this for two days in a row. 

About three weeks later, the British 8th army broke through 
the German defenses and went clear to the Brenner Pass in 
Austria. This ended the war in Italy. 
  I also led a raid to an oil refinery at Oswiecim, Poland, 
where our plane was shot up to a great extent. We lost one 
engine and our oxygen system. We went down to 10,000 
feet and the rest of our Air Force went back to Italy at 
22,000 feet. We called for help to get home as we would 
be shot down by the German Air Force flying alone. We 
were lucky that Col. Ben Davis’ Tuskegee Airmen were on 
the raid, and two P51s took us all the way back to 
Yugoslavia before they had to leave us for lack of fuel. This 
group never lost a damaged plane during the war. 
  On December 7, 1944 in Italy, I received the 
Distinguished Flying Cross along with air medals for my 
missions. 
  When the war in Europe ended, my bombardment 
group was returned to the United States. We were sent 

home for 30 days and then were to train in B-29s to 
go to Japan for missions. While I was at home President 

Truman dropped the big bombs in Hiroshima 
and Nagasaki and I was able to obtain a 

discharge. I entered KU Law School in 
September 1945. Two and one-half 
years later I was practicing law in 
Manhattan. 
  My brother, who was two years older, 
spoke Spanish and he spent World War 
II in South America. However, he 
stayed in the Army and had a difficult 
time in the Korean War. I was called up 
for a physical examination, but I had a 
family and the Air Corps had no need 
for a B-24 bombardier. 
  I flew many of my missions as a lead 

bombardier mainly because my pilot had 
flown many hours training gunners, and I 

rode on his coattails as he was well-
qualified to fly as a leader. I have lost my 
connection with my crew and do not 
believe the other officers are still alive. As 
they returned ahead of me, I lost trace of 

their locations. 
  World War II was a great experience for me. 
We were shot up many times, but no crew 
member was ever wounded. Many planes in 
our group were lost during the war. 

   

  Personal: Married to Beth Stewart for 40 years (deceased), 
Married to Cynthia Tilson Conklin for 23 years. Cynthia 
and I have three daughters and two sons 
  Military: US Army Reserve (1941-45), Captain 
  Masonic: Richard Rogers has been a member of Lafayette 
Lodge #16 in Manhattan, KS since January 14, 1950. He 
has been a member of the Scottish Rite since May 6, 1966. 
  Professional: Admitted to Kansas Bar in 1947. 

This is the ninth installment in a series of articles that recognize our Topeka 
Scottish Rite members and their involvement in World War II. 

Spotlight on Our 
Veterans 

Hon. Richard D. Rogers 
By Paul R. Oldham 



 

Are you moving, or have you already moved?  We would like to 
know your new mailing address.  Please call us at (785) 266-3191 
or toll free at (877) 225-7258, or please email us at 
secretary@scottishritetopeka.com  Thank you for helping  us keep 
track of our valued members - you!!! 
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